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SUBJECT: UNESCO 

REF: (A) STATE 9408; (B) PARIS 1499; (C) JIDDA 481 

1 . AS WE SAID WE WOULD, WE HAVE SOUNDED OUT PONOPP 
ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE UNESCO QUESTION. WE MUST ABANDON 
OUR PREVIOUS VERY QUALIFIED OPTIMISM THAT THERE MIGHT BE 
WILLINGNESS TO ALLOW SOME QUITE MOTION BACK FROM THE 
DECISIONS TAKEN AT THE UNESCO GENERAL CONPERENCE. WE 
DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE SAG WILL KNOWINGLY COMMIT ANY 
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EASE THE PRESSURE ON ISRAEL WITHIN THE UN AND ITS ASSO- 
CIATED AGENCIES. THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE IN THE CASE 
OE UNESCO BECAUSE IT HAS BECOME IDENTIFIED WITH THE JERU- 
SALEM QUESTION. 

2. OUR EXPLORATIONS HAVE BEEN AT THE OEEICE DIRECTOR 
(AMBASSADORIAL) LEVEL. THE HIGHER WE GO THE MORE RIGID 
WE EXPECT WOULD BE THE ATTITUDE. IF OMAR SAQQAF WERE 
STILL ALIVE, WE MIGHT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO INDUCE SOME ELEX- 
IBILITY IN THE SAUDI POSITION. THE ACTING MINSTATE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS MUHAMMAD MAS'UD SHARES IN FULL MEASURE 
THE KING'S VIEWS ON JERUSALEM AND IS IN HIS OWN RIGHT A 
HARDLINER ON ISRAEL. 

3. FROM THE JIDDA PERSPECTIVE IT SEEMS THAT WE WOULD 
BE BEST OFF TO DROP THE UNESCO QUESTION ENTIRELY WITH 
THE ARABS AND CONCENTRATE OUR EFFORTS ON OUR EUROPEAN 
ALLIES IN THE HOPE OF GETTING A FAVORABLY RESOLUTION 

OF THE REGIONAL ISSUE. (WE DO NOT PRESUME TO SPEAK FOR 
EMBASSIES IN OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES, BUT ARE SURE THAT IF 
THAT SAG IS SOUNDED OUT BY ANY OTHER ARAB GOVT IT WILL 
RECOMMEND A RIGID POSITION.) 
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